ARTICLES OF ASSOCIATION! OF THE 
CiiER-AE HEIGHTS INDIAN COMMUNITY 

Trinidad Rancher ia, California 



We, the people of the Trinidad Rancheria, located near the 
town of Trinidad, Humboldt County, California, desiring to have our 
tribal organization recognized by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs 
and to formulate procedures for governing the affairs of our rancheria, 
hereby adopt these Articles of Association. 


1. NAME The name of tnis organisation shall be the CUer-ae Heights 


Indian Community of the Trinidad Rancheria, hereinafter referred 
to as the Community. 




3. 





s' 



JURISDICTION The jurisdiction of the Community shall extend to the 
lands now comprising the Trinidad Rancheria, and to such lands as 
may hereafter be added to the rancheria. 

MBMBERS3JR 

A. Membership in the Cher-ae Heights Indian Community shall 

consist of: 

1. All persons of California Indian blood who hold valid 
assignments on the Trinidad Rancheria. 

2. Children of assignees who are at least one -eighth (1/d) 
degree California Indian blood and who are residing on 
the Trinidad Rancheria as members of the household of 
the assignee through whom membership is claimed. 

3. Those persons who otherwise meet the requirements for 
membership with this Community but are enrolled with 
another Indian group, band or tribe shall be disqualified 
for membership unless written evidence of relinquishment 
of membership rights at the other rancheria or reservation 

. is furnished. Persons who have been named in an approved 
plan providing for the distribution of the assets of 
another rancheria or reservation shall not be eligible for 
membership . 
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B . The Business Committee shall keep the community membership 
roll current by removing the names of persons whose membership 
is terminated by death, cancellation or relinquishment of an 
assignment, loss or relinquishment of membership, and by adding 
the names of new assignees and their children who qualify as 
members* 

C. For the purpose of defining residence on the Trinidad Rancheria, 
as used in A. 2* of this section, absence due to school attendance, 
military service,, or' for temporary employment not to exceed a 
period of one year shall not be construed as reason for denying 
membership to persons otherwise qualified* 

D. The Community Council shall have the power to enact ordinances 
which are not inconsistent with this document governing future 
membership, loss of membership and the adoption of members into 
the Community. Such ordinances shall be subject to approval 

by the Area Director. 

4. GOVERNING BODY The governing body shall be the Community Council, 
which shall consist of all members twenty-one (21) years of age or 
over. To implement its governing powers the Community Council shall 
elect from its membership a Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Secretary- 
Treasurer, and two additional members to serve as a Business Committee 
having such authority, responsibilities, and duties as hereinafter 
provided. Eligibility to serve on the Business Committee shall be 
restricted to those Community Council lumbers who either reside on 
or have homes under construction on the Trinidad Rancheria. The 
terms of office for the Business Committee selected at the first 
election shall be three years for the Chairman and the Secretary- 
Treasurer, and two years for the other members. Thereafter, for all 
members the term of office shall be for two years or until their 
successors are elected. 

5. ELECTIONS All Community Council members twenty-one (21) years of age 
or over shall have the right to vote in community elections. All 
community elections shall be conducted by secret ballot and, to be 
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official, at least fifty-one percent (517,) of the qualified voters 
. must participate. Nominations for the Business Committee shall be 
made from the floor at a Community Council meeting called solely 
for the election of Business Committee members. All elections shall 
be conducted in accordance with an ordinance or ordinances adopted 
by the Community Council. The first election of the Business 
Committee shall be held within sixty (60) days from the date of 
approval of this document by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

Such election shall be called by the Rancheria Chairman serving at 
that time. 

6. VACANCIES AND RECALL If a Business Committee member shall die, 
resign or be recalled from office or found guilty of a felony involv- 
ing dishonesty, in any County, State or Federal court, the office 
shall be automatically vacated. Any such vacancy shall be filled by 
the Community Council at its next meeting and such replacement 
shall serve the unexpired term of office. 

Upon receipt of a petition calling for the recall of an officer, 
signed by at least thirty percent (307,) of the eligible voters, the 
Business Committee shall within thirty (30) days schedule a recall 
election. In such election the majority vote shall govern, provided 
that at least fifty-one percent (517,) of the eligible voters participate. 

7. POWERS OF THE COMMUNITY COUNCIL AND’ THE BUSINESS COMMITTEE 

A. Community Council The Community Council shall have the follow- 
ing powers and responsibilities, subject to any limitation imposed 
by tne statutes and the Constitutions of the United States and the 
State of California. 
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1. To manage, lease or otherwise administer tribal assets. 

,2. To employ legal counsel* 

3. The Community Council shall establish its own rules of 
procedures for the conduct of its affairs and may by appro* 
priate resolution or ordinance delegate to the Business 
Committee or to other committees any of the foregoing 
authorities or responsibilities. 

4. Any rights and powers heretofore vested in the Community 
Council, but not herein expressed, shall not be lost to the 
Council, provided the continued exercise of such rights and 
powers are not contrary to the provisions of this document. 

B. Business Committee It shall be the duty and responsibility of 

the Business Committee to carry into effect all ordinances and resolu- 
tions or enactments of the governing body. In addition, it shall 
perform the duties and responsibilities delegated. 

The Business Committee shall represent the Community Council 
in all negotiations and relationships between the Community ' 

Council and the local, State and Federal governments, or agencies 
and officers thereof, and it shall be the responsibility of the 
Business Committee faithfully to report to the Community Council 
on all such negotiations, The Business Committee shall not be 
' empowered to commit the Coirmiunity Council in any contract, lease or 
other arrangement except when authorized by a duly enacted resolution 
or ordinance. The Business Committee shall be authorized to make 

assignments nf tribal land in accordance with requirements and 
procedures outlined in an ordinance adopted by the Community Council 
and approved by the Area Director. 
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8. MEETINGS The Community Council shall hold regular meetings in 
January, April, July, and October on dates designated by the 
business Committee. A special meeting o£ the Community Council 
may be called by the Business Committee or by a petition signed 
by at least thirty percent (30/0 of the eligible voters. No 

■ business shall be conducted in a Community Counci L meeting unless 
at least fifty-one percent (51%) of the members are present. All 
official Community Council meetings shall be publicly advertised 
for at least ten (10) days in advance. 

Regular meetings of the Business Committee shall be held once 
a month at times and places to be specified by the Committee . The 
Chairman may convene the Business Committee when he considers a 
special meeting necessary, and he shall be obligated to call such 
a meeting when requested by a majority of the Business Committee 
members. A quorum shall consist of three members of the Business 
Committee and no business shall be conducted in the absence of a 
quorum. 

9. DUTIES OF OFFICERS 

A- The Chairman shall preside at all meetings. He shall execute 
on behalf of the Community Council all contracts, leases or other 
documents approved by the Community Council. He shall have gen- 
eral supervision of all other officers, committees, and employees 
of the Community Council and shall see that their duties are 
properly performed. When neither the Community Council nor the 
Business Committee is in session, he shall be the official repre- 
sentative of the Community. The Chairman shall be entitled to vote 
in all meetings. 
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B. The Vice-Chairman shall, in the absence of the Chairman, have the 


powers and authority of the Chairman and may, so authorized, 
assist the Chairman in the performance of his duties. 

C. The Secretary -Treasurer shall keep the minutes of meetings of 
the Community Council. and the Business Committee and shall conduct 
all official Community correspondence. He shall certify to all 
official enactments of both the Business Committee and the Community 
Council. He shall receive petitions on behalf of the Business 
Committee and shall give all notices provided for in this document. 

Until the Secretary-Treasurer is under bond approved by the 
Area Director, the cost of such bond to be paid from tribal funds, 
the Sacramento Area Office of the Bureau of Indian Affairs shall 
serve as a depository for tribal funds. After the Secretary- 
Treasurer is bonded. Community funds on deposit in the Sacramento 
Area Office shall be transferred to the Community for deposit by 
the Secretary-Treasurer in a bank where deposits are insured under 
the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation. The Secretary-Treasurer 
shall disburse funds only upon prior authority contained in a resolu 
tion approved by the Community Council. Disbursements shall be 
made only by check signed by the Secretary-Treasurer and co -signed 
by the Chairman. 

D. The Committeemen shall assist the Chairman in carrying out the 
functions of the Business Committee. 

10. APPROVAL These Articles of Association shall become effective upon 
their approval by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. and shall remain 
in effect until such time as they may be amended by a majority vote 
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of -fhe members, provided Chat at least fifty-one percent (51%) of the 
eligible voters participate in the referendum. An amendment shall not 
become effective until approved by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

****** 

CERTIFICATE OF ADOPTION 

We, the undersigned, as duly elected members of the 
Business Committee of the Cher-ae Heights Indian Community, 
hereby certify that at a meeting of the Community Council, 
duly called and convened on April 8, 1961, at Trinidad, 

California, at which a majority of the members were present, 
the foregoing Articles of Association were adopted by a vote 
of 12 for and 0 against. 


Signed: 

Jo y Sundberg 

Chairman 

Henry Han corn a. Jr. 
Vice-Chairman 

Jean Walker 
Secretary -Treasurer 


Fred Lamberson, Jr. 
Councilman 

John B. Black 
Councilman 


APPROVED 

John 0. Crow 
Commissioner 


June 6, 1961 

Date 
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